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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 KUALA 05787 14I0IIZ 
ACTION EA- 12 

INEO OCT-OI NEA-II ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 INK- 10 
NSAE-00 PA-OI ICA-II SP-02 PM-05 NSC-05 SS-I5 
/073 W 

050218 I50332Z/73 

R 1408 17Z JUN 78 

PM AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5429 
INEO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 

CONPIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 5787 

CINCPAC ALSO POR POLAD 

E.0.11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PEPR, MY, LY 

SUBJECT: VISIT OP LIBYAN HOUSING SECRETARY TO MALAYSIA 

REF: A) TRIPOLI 0831 (NOTAL) DTG 131150Z JUN 78, B) KUAL 
LUMPUR 5599 (NOTAL), DTG 130200Z JUN 78 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY A WELL-CONNECTED LOCAL 
JOURNALIST WITH CLOSE TIES TO DATUK MOHAMAD ASRI MUDA, 

THE PRESIDENT OP THE OPPOSITION ISLAMIC PARTY (PAS), 

THAT, IN ADDITION TO THE ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED REPTEL A, 

LIBYAN HOUSING SECRETARY MUHAMMAD AL-MANQUSH ALSO MET 
WITH ASRI DURING HIS RECENT TRIP TO KUALA LUMPUR. THE 
REPORTER (WHO IS ONLY SOMETIMES GIVEN TO SENSATIONALISM) 

STRONGLY IMPLIED THAT AL-MANQUSH HAD PASSED LIBYAN 
MONEY TO ASRI FOR USE IN THE COMING NATIONAL ELECTIONS, 

JULY 8. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KUALA 05787 14101 IZ 


2. IT IS THE CONVENTIONAL WISDOM IN MALAYSIA 
THAT ASRI IS CLOSE TO QADDAPI AND HAS RECEIVED 
MONEY FROM LIBYA IN THE PAST, USUALLY-POR 
PINANCING DISSIDENT MUSLIM ACTIVITY IN THAILAND. 
ASRI REPORTEDLY MADE A TRIP TO LIBYA EARLIER THIS 
YEAR. IT IS NOT INCONCEIVABLE TO US THAT 
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AL-MANQUSH COULD HAVE BEEN CARRYING A CHECK 
FOR ASRI'S POLITICAL COFFERS. 

3. COMMENT: IF THERE IS INDEED SOME TRUTH TO 
THIS STORY, THE FINANCIAL HEALTH OF PAS GOING 
INTO THE ELECTION MAY NOT BE AS ANEMIC AS THE 
OTHER OPPOSITION PARTIES (REF B). 

ROSENTHAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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